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Officer’s Speak 
June 2008 

Richard Bush - Vice President 
 

I  have been planning to write this arti-
cle for several days now but really 

could not come up with any thoughts 
about what I should write.  I’ve been 
brainstorming for a while and before 
anyone says it; It was a very small storm, 
maybe a squall. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who re-
sponded to the survey.  We had a great 
discussion at the meeting about the sur-
vey.  I have noticed some changes in our 
rides since then and I’m sure this will 
continue through out the year. 
 
Our ride season is about to take off with 
our first overnight ride of the year.  The 
ride season has started off pretty good 
with our early rides and no real weather 
issues.  The Polar Bear ride was just a bit 
cold but we all survived.  The dinner 
rides have been great with good food and 
very good camaraderie.  The weather did 
cooperate for Bob’s ride and the high-
way clean up.  The Sponsor Apprecia-
tion ride had everything, wind, rain, 
snow, and warm sun.  Floyd had to post-
pone his ride due to an unexpected bliz-
zard in the northeast corner of the state.  
Last week’s ride was fun and included a 
jump-start of one of our bikes.  Jumper 
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cables on a bike are a great accessory. 
Our last meeting really reminded me 
what this club is all about other than 
riding.  First Bob thanked everyone who 
went along on the Thomas J. Dial Me-
morial ride.  Bob also told us how much 
this ride meant to his mom and aunt.  It 
was great to watch how everyone 
chipped in to provide warm clothes, 
some electrics, gloves and everything 
needed to make the ride enjoyable for 
our visitors.  I have seen the same type 
of friendship on many of other rides I 
have attended over the years. 
 
Also at the meeting, George provided a 
fantastic update on his health.  This was 
great news.  George thanked everyone 
for all of their help and prayers during 
the past year. 
 
I believe we are more than a club.  We 
are a big family.  Sure we have our 
spats, our sibling rivalries, and at times 
we may even be considered totally 
crazy.  But when the chips are down, we 
all come together to provide all of the 
help and support anyone could ask for.  
This is what I believe makes our club 
one of the best. 
 
Have a great ride season and I hope to 
see you all on one of the rides this year. 
 
Kickstand 

603 

The Crew on Break .. Rifle Falls Ride 

	
������
�����������

“Tidbits” 
by “Wrong Way” Nicholson 
 
A BOY, A MAN AND A DONKEY 
 

 
An old man, a boy & a donkey were 
going to town.  The boy rode on the 
donkey & the old man walked. 
 
As they went along they passed some 
people who remarked it was a shame the 
old man was walking and the boy was 
riding.  The man and boy thought maybe 
the critics were right so they changed 

(Continued on page 3) 
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of those deserving of “special” awards at 
the Membership Appreciation party in 
January. 
Finance:  Done for the year. 
Historical:  Floyd is still gatherin’ stuff. 
Member Relations:  Stella reported the 
only contact was a get well card to Bill 
Gillespie, for which he thanked the club.  
Newsletter:  Lloyd Nicholson said Paul 
Maynard was a tad busy this month, so 
the newsletter didn’t get done with its 
usual expediency.  Thanks to Lloyd for 
bearing the load this month. 
Webmaster:  Brett was absent, and has 
been very busy with “other interests” 
lately.  George and Sherri won’t let me 
say what those other interests are, but 
considering Brett’s age and gender, I’m 
sure you can figure it out.  Now he is 
under the weather.  I’m sure one has 
nothing to do with the other.  Anyway, I 
digress.  He is still working on the web-
site, and what he has done so far looks 
very nice.  Thanks for your efforts, Brett. 
 
Past Rides 
Several members participated in the ERC 
course on May 4th.  Floyd said Bob Nor-
ton and his staff did an excellent job, and 
the course was well worth the time and 
tuition.  Bob Junker told the group about 
George and Brian playing practical jokes 
on others (kill switches, bump from be-
hind, etc.).  Everyone seemed to have 
enjoyed the day and learned from the 
course. ~ Floyd gave a report on the 
Sponsor Ride, stating that all planned 
destinations were reached.  Framed pho-
tos taken at each sponsor location were 
displayed at the meeting and will be 
given to the various sponsors. ~ Bob 
Junker reported on the Memorial Ride 
for his uncle, Thomas J. Dial.  Bob had 
his 71 year young mother on the back of 
his Gold Wing for the ride.  Two photo 
collages assembled by his co-workers at 
Spirit were passed around.  The tempera-
tures were a bit cool over Kenosha Pass, 
but it warmed up nicely, and a good time 
was had. ~ Ron Nardiello said the area of 
the Clean-Up Ride was pretty clean al-
ready due to the zone being closed for 
some time for road construction.  How-
ever, some interesting items were found. 
There was a table top drum roll for the 
winner of the Golden Horseshoe Award, 
Sherri Barrett, who found an unopened 
can of tuna.  She wasn’t brave enough, 

Minutes 
RMVTA Meeting 

May 8, 2008 
 
The unruly membership was brought to 
order with a sudden, loud and business-
like pound of the official RMVTA gavel 
by Vice-President, Richard Bush at 
7:35pm.  President Steve Benko was 
conspicuously absent. 
 
The sole guest was Brian McMillen of 
T3RG Motorcycle Schools.  T3RG is 
sponsoring the upcoming Civilian Top 
Gun competition on May 31st to be held 
at Dick’s Sporting Goods Stadium.  The 
event will be a fund-raiser for Homes for 
Our Troops, an organization helping to 
build homes for returning US Veterans 
with severe disabilities.  When Brian 
mentioned the grand prize of a Honda 
VTX1800, it sparked the interest of sev-
eral members. 
 
Officer’s Reports 
Secretary:  The substitute secretary (me) 
told the group that if they had any prob-
lems with the minutes of the last meet-
ing, they would have to take it up with 
the absent regular secretary, Debbie 
Maynard.  Knowing that she is much 
more revengeful with her minutes than I 
ever was, a motion to accept the minutes 
as published was made by Sherri Barrett 
and seconded by Sam Ashley.  The mo-
tion was wisely passed. 
Treasurer:  Sherri reported $1,578.79 in 
checking and $636.35 in savings for a 
total of $2,215.14. 
 
Committee Reports 
Membership:  George Barrett asked for 
the floor to give the membership a report 
on the present state of his health.  As he 
choked his way through, the news was 
very good.  His bone cancer is now in 
“stage two remission.”  That means he 
has no active cancer cells anywhere in 
his body.  His treatment program has 
been very successful, and he has been 
the test “guinea pig” for certification of 
the treatment.  He then thanked everyone 
for their prayers and support during this 
difficult time.  Great news, George! 
Activities:  Sam talked about the Firefall 
concert on June 15th at Hudson Gardens.  
Tickets are free, but you need to go to 
Hudson Gardens to get them. 
Awards:  Take note throughout the year 

however to give it a taste test.  FYI, the 
tire iron and horseshoe that make up the 
trophy were both found on a previous 
clean-up ride.  
 
April Dinner Ride  to Rib City was 
hosted by the Maynards.  Some hosts – 
they didn’t even offer to pick up the tab!  
The food was good and the company - 
Great.  Bill and Becky’s bike failed to 
start at Fay Myers due to a dead battery, 
but thanks to a jump start from Brett, and 
the group realizing they were absent and 
pulling over to wait (I feel so important 
now) they caught up. ~ Floyd was forced 
to cancel the Carhenge Day Ride due to 
weather.    
 
Future Rides 
Anything on Wheels, a visit to the Forney 
Museum ~ Carlsbad Ride (8-10 bikes go-
ing) ~ May Dinner Ride ~ Rifle Falls Day 
Ride ~ Drive-In Movie Ride.  Consult 
your ride book or the web site for details 
on all these rides. 
 
New Business 
Stella will bring the snacks for the June 
meeting.  Bill and Dena will be going to 
Americade in New York and will need a 
50/50 fill-in for June.  Joyce Kenaston 
sent a check for dues.  She was voted a 
life member some time ago, so everyone 
wrote notes on her check and it will be 
sent back to her. 
 
Break for cookies, compliments of Bob & 
Bonnie Junker. 
 
Missing Link 
Now here I’ve got an issue.  No one 
seemed to be able to come up with any 
worthy nominations, so once again it was 
dumped on me!  Just because I innocently 
failed to put the trickle charger on the ST 
before the April Dinner Ride, and the 
Gold Wing was on the service lift in an un
-ridable state, the group elected to pick on 
me.  After all, I have multiple bikes to 
look after.  Come to think of it though, I 
guess my fate was sealed after admitting 
to having three trickle chargers.  Oh well, 
I can handle it.  I’m tough. 
 
50/50 
Bill and Dena collected $60 total, so $30 
was divvied among the winners.  The al-
ways lucky Sherri Barrett won 3rd place 
money of $6.  Lloyd Nicholson got 2nd for 
$9, and Bob Junker won the jackpot for 
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order to get to the Falls and spend any 
kind of time there and enjoy our picnic 
lunches and fellowship with our partici-
pants the Interstate was the best choice.  
Sometimes you just have to do that I 
guess. 
 
There was a little confusion right in the 
Falls area as most of us had never been 
there.  So, we were not totally sure just 
where to go.  But after making a u-turn 
we were back on course and found our 
determined destination.  The Falls were 
a short walk easy from the parking area.  
The falls were very impressive and of-
fered lots of photo opportunities and 
some hiking up and around the Falls. 
 
Sometimes because there is only so 
many weekends and so many different 
activities that you just can’t attend them 
all.  Let me take this opportunity to 
congratulate Brett Barrett for his out-
standing accomplishments in winning 
the first Civilian Top Gun Competition.  
I wish that we could have been there to 
see him compete and cheer but he did it 
without us.  GREAT JOB Brett!!!  En-
joy your status and that new bike. 
 
I think that everyone that attended Rifle 
Falls Day Ride was very happy to be 
there and had a good time. All enjoyed 
the great weather and mild temps. I 
know that Linda and I sure did.  Thank 
you to all attendees once again. 
 
Floyd and Linda Thorne 
 

 
 
 
 

the second month in a row for $15.  It’s 
that good clean livin’, Bob.  He then 
reminded everyone that we are a motor-
cycle club, noting the one motorcycle in 
the parking lot. 
 
Submitted by substitute Secretary, Bill 
Gillespie 
Welcome back, Debbie!  Do you need a 
ride to the June meeting? 
 
Secretaries (the ‘08’ one) Note:  Thank 
you Bill for your excellent work on the 
minutes!!!  You are always an entertain-
ing source of … well, you are always 
entertaining!  I believe though, that I will 
find my own ride to the meeting just in 
case one of your three trickle chargers 
are MIA!  
-  Lit’l Bit 

(Continued from page 2) The following people have  
BIRTHDAYS in June 
Paul Maynard June 4 
Ron Kucharski June 5 
Paul Nez June 6 
George Rowland June 10 
Michelle Vinson June 14 
Stan Stotz June 26 
Tom Shumaker June 29 
ANNIVERSARYS:  
Jerry & Linda Hatfield   June  3 
Sonny & Charlotte Crary  June 14 
Kerry & Barbara Gammon June 27 
Bill & Karen Lindquist       June 30 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!! 
 
No Members were ‘Spotlighted’ this 
month. Be on the watch for your turn 
soon… 
 
Rifle Falls Day Ride 

 
First, let’s start out by saying Thank 
You to those folks that joined Linda 
and I on the Rifle Falls Day Ride.  We 
had a total of eight bikes one trike, one 
car and fifteen folks by the time we got 
to the Falls.  We left Denver with seven 
bikes and ten folks but picked up one 
additional bike and one trike and two 
folks on our way up the hill and met a 
car and two additional members at the 
Falls. 
 
This was a ride that I personally had 
reservations about planning because I 
knew that it was going to be an Inter-
state ride all the way to Rifle, CO and 
back and I like most of you would 
rather do the two lanes roads.  But, in 

positions.  
 
Then, later, they passed some people 
who remarked, 'What a shame, he 
makes that little boy walk.'  So they 
then decided they'd both walk!   
 
Soon they passed some more people 
who thought they were stupid to walk 
when they had a decent donkey to ride.  
So, they both rode the donkey. 
 
Now they passed some people who 
shamed them by saying how awful to 
put such a load on a poor donkey. The 
boy and man figured they were proba-
bly right, so they decide to carry the 
donkey.  As they crossed the bridge, 
they lost their grip on the animal and he 
fell into the river and drowned. 
 
The moral of the story? 
 
If you try to please everyone, you might 
as well.……..  
Kiss your ass goodbye! 

(“Tidbits” Continued from page 1) 

Anything on Wheels Day Ride 

Carlsbad Memorial Weekend Ride Leader 
Richard  “On the Road Again” 

Rifle Falls Behind Floyd & Linda 
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Brett Barrett Wins! 
Brett Barrett Wins Civilian Top Gun 
Event! 
Brett Barrett Wins 2008 Civilian Top 
Gun Event! 
Brett Barrett IS the 2008 Civilian Top 
Gun! 
Congratulations to Brett Barrett on his 
stunning victory in today’s Civilian Top 
Gun competition.  Brett, on his ST1300 
scored a narrow win over a second place 
rider on a Harley Davidson Heritage 
Softail.  Competition took place on a 
very difficult four sector skills course, 
and was scored by time minus penalty 
points for touching or knocking over 
cones, or allowing one’s foot to touch 
the ground.  Both Brett and his nearest 
competitor were “clean” (no penalty 
points) through the first three sectors on 
both runs.  The fourth sector included a 
series of small cones placed about 15 
feet apart.  Riders were required to place 
the front tire track on one side of the 
cones, and the rear tire track on the other 
side.  That was the only place either rider 
acquired penalties.  Both men are in-
credible riders, but Brett’s total time 
with penalties over the two runs was a 
mere 37 one-hundredths of a second bet-
ter.  But no matter how close, Brett Bar-
rett is the 2008 Civilian Top Gun!  Way 
to go Brett, we’re all proud of you. 
By the way, Brett won the grand prize  
for his efforts ---  
A New Honda VTX1800 Motorcycle! 

Submitted by Bill Gillespie on May 31, 
2008  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six Bikes and  one 4-wheeler.  Eleven 
members in all enjoying the Memorial 
Weekend Carlsbad  Caverns + Roswell 
ride. 

 
Déjà Vu   

or 
That Which is Old Is New Again 

 
RMVTA’s “first annual” snowmobile 
ride March 5, 1994.  Fourteen members 
and 4 guests. 
 
 
Memorial Weekend ride to Carlsbad 
Caverns, New Mexico,  1991, 2001 and 
2008. 
 
 
Article submitted by an anonymous 
group of RMVTA members: 
 
To Our Good Friends  the Ride Captains 
 
This is a reminder to all ride captains - 
please remember that  our club name, 
RMVTA, stands for Rocky Mountain 
Venture Touring Association.  We are 
NOT  a racing club.  Many of us love to 
TOUR and enjoy the scenery safely.  We 
are NOT safe at breakneck speeds.  We 
do NOT enjoy risking our lives so that a 
few can drag their knees and pegs.   We 
love EVEN PACED rides at no more 
than the speed limit.  Please consider the 
weather conditions and adjust the speed 
accordingly.  Just because the sign says 
55 MPH does NOT always mean that it 
is a safe speed for a group of motorcy-
cles, let alone going over the speed 
limit . Also please consider the road con-
ditions when deciding on the speed you 
set for the group.  Some of us are con-
templating not  joining some of the rides 
this summer because of the reputation 

that some of our ride captains have for 
speeding and risk taking.  We want to 
live to tell about the wonderful time we 
had!  Remember, we are not the only 
ones on the roads.  There are other mo-
torists, animals, hazards of all kinds.  It 
is also a miracle that we have not been 
pulled over by the guy with the flashing 
lights and all been given speeding tick-
ets!   It is one thing for you to risk get-
ting a ticket or having an accident, but 
to intimidate others to keep up with you 
on club rides is not very considerate of 
others.  Let’s ride to enjoy the beautiful 
scenery and the friendship of our club 
members and NOT ride to see how far 
we can go in the least amount of time.  
This subject has been discussed in pre-
vious meetings and in previous news-
letters.  Please do your speeding and 
risk taking on your own time and not as 
a ride captain of other RMVTA mem-
bers on club rides. 
       
 Submitted by several RMVTA members. 

 

The above article was reprinted verbatim 
from the July, 1994  issue of  The 
RMVTA Venture Voice.   The editor at 
that time was….. yes…...yours truly,  
your current associate editor, Lloyd 
Nicholson. 

 
It’s interesting to note that after a couple 
of subsequent  months of  “discussion”, in 
print, the solution arrived at was to divide 
the rides into two groups.  You guessed it,  
one to ride more aggressively and the 
other to…..well….you know.    
 

Deja Vu all over again. 
Packrat 

 
 

One of Many Sights Deep in Carlsbad 
Caverns 

Brett’s New Wheels 

The Guys on the Edge...Rifle Falls Ride 
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Member Notice 
Look for your  

membership number in this issue. 
If you find it, see the 50-50 ticket 

sellers at the next meeting for your 
free brace of 50-50 tickets. 

Don’t forget to check .    

We are fresh out of ads this month.  
RMVTA members advertise your 
items here for free as well as the 
web site. 

Mouth of Carlsbad Caverns  
“Natural Entrance” 

Group Shot .. Roswell N.M. 
Missing Richard & Steve 

Stella & Lloyd  
Roswell N.M. 

Other Group Shot ..  
 Richard & Steve Found .. Not Abducted 

“Natural Entrance” 
Looking Back  

The Self Guided Tour is 1 mile in length and 
750 feet deep into the earth. 

Rider Cliff .. Carlsbad 

Able Tail Steve & Connie .. Carlsbad 

Bill & Dena .. Carlsbad 

Rider Sam .. Carlsbad 

Johnny & Ruthie .. Carlsbad 

Photographer Stella  
and 4 Wheel Driver Lloyd 
Last in Line .. Carlsbad 

The Deadline for the Next Newsletter 
is June 23, 2008 
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RMVTA 
PO Box 3744 
Englewood, CO 
80155-3744 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, June 12, 2007 

7:30 p.m. 
Fay Myers Motorcycle World 

9700 E. Arapahoe Road  

 
 
 
 

 
Home Computer Rescue Inc. ……………….. (303) 368-4800 
George Barrett 
 
The Optical Gallery ………..………………... (303) 690-1696  
4252 S.Chambers Rd, Aurora,  
 
RE/MAX Alliance-Ron Nardiello  …………... (303) 693-6666   
13770 E. Rice Pl., Aurora, CO                     C ell (303) 888-1083 
 
RPM Motorsports  …………………  ………..(303) 232-7576   
1251 Wadsworth Ave., Denver, CO 
 
Sun Honda/Kawasaki/Polaris/KTM ………... (303) 287-7566   
8877 Washington Street, Denver 
http://www.sun-honda.com 
 
Timberline Creek………………………………(303) 567-0776 
Larry & Dianna Gutt ……………………………(303) 582-4208 
http://www.timberlinecreek.com 
 
Vickery Motorsports, Inc.  …..………………..(303) 755-4387   
2231 South Parker Road, Denver, CO 
http://www.vickerymotorsports.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Aurora Honda ………………………….……….(303) 341-7200   
200 South Potomac Street,  
Aurora, CO. 80012 
http://www.aurorahonda.com 
 
Automotive M.D.s …………………………...….(303) 758-0909 
http://www.automds.com 
 
Banner Plumbing Service CO. 
Stephen Frost   JoAnn Frost………………….…...(303) 841-40 85 
 

Colorado Power Sports….…     Denver….……. (303) 427-9000 
http://www.copowersports.com   Boulder …...…. (303)  447-3500                                                 
 
Dena Silliman Neilson, P.C.  ……………………(303) 469-1277 
 
Fay Myers Motorcycle World  …………….…...(303) 744-6632   
9700 E. Arapahoe Road 
Greenwood Village, CO. 80112 
http://www.faymyers.com  
 
Grand Prix Motorsports, Inc. ……….....…..…..(303) 761-2471   
3105 W. County Line Road, Littleton, CO 80129 
http://wwwgrandprixmotorsports.com 

2008 RMVTA Sponsors 


