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Board of Directors

President Steve Benko cb4everl014@comcast.net Chairr  Sam Ashley ~ gsam3@comcast.net

: . i Member: Floyd Thorne fthorne_jr@msn.com
Vice-Pres. Richard Bush bushre@yahoo.com : ; - .
Secretary Debbie Maynard little_bit@live.com Member: Bob Junker rjunker@spiritexpresstrucking.com

. Member: Brain Graves coloradowing@comcast.net
Treasurer. Sherrie Barrett gsbabl@comcast.net -

A short stop along the Spring Polar Bear Ride

http://www.rmvta.org

Officer's Speak all the adventures we could have to-(see reason #10)

gether and so | got out some paper an8. Don't forget your passenger at the
started writing down my ideas. (As rest stop (see reason #10)
you'll learn at the April meeting, we 7. Check your gas levels. As a passen-

Submitted by
Debbie “Little Bit” Maynard

Secretary have had some fine times together.ger who's rider didn't listen when she
PASSENGER LOG: Well, it being Christmas and all, | was read the sign “Last gas for 60 miles”
DATE: December 25, 2007 feeling pretty giddy and to tell you the I've had more than a few anxious mo-

truth, 1 was just cracking myself up, ments looking up and over the shoulder
giggling and snorting. Finally, as Paulto see where the needle is. Also, if you
; lay sleeping beside me, with visions ofhad beans the night before, check your
the dauntlng task ahead of me. AS aSugar Plums dancing in his head, hegas anywhere but on the bike (see rea-
newly appointed secretary | had just,;,re and groaned, “Oh Sugar Plum, geson #10)

been given the news that | would be " back to bed”. 6. Listen to your passenger. Bugs don't

sponsible for three 3{?!) “Officer smack ;
. . your helmet from behind but
Speak” articles over the course of the Hey, | know what | can write about... passengers do, so listen up!

coming year. What Will write about? how about R|_der Safety as s’een from theS_ Don't tell your passenger the tem-
After some thought it occurred to me back of the bike? Now, that's some- perature if there is an extreme in any
that the riding season will just be getting thing | can get my helmet around. Be- "~ : ,

' : . - . direction. You may lie, but don't say
under way for the first article, so how sides, it's a little, well-known fact that you can't check because your fingers are
about a piece on Bike Safety? That's “a happy passenger = a happy rider.”

d, but really, what do | know about This list isn’t all-inclusive and of frozen to the handlebars...or that
gio ' fety? |'y’ t get on the bike (at the course, remember that road safety is thethey’ve melted inside your gloves. Paul
Ike safety 1Just get on the bike (at the i arety knew this one intuitively and | knew
previously designated time — trust me, #1 goal, but here are some things to better than to look over his shoulder
this is for my own safety), keep my eyes think about to make your ride just a little (Continued on page 3)
open for awhile, check out some scenery,smoother. pag

hope for a long patch of nothing so | can T S © ©
en Important Safety Precautions: A )
close my eyes, then hope for the balanc b Y Thursday, Apr 10, 2008

€ .
Passenger’s Perspective . ‘
to stay on through my nap and the up- g P 730 p'rgfggyEMXf;Z;\fg:réggg World

coming twisties. 10. Don't turn off your Passenger’s IN- Il The Venture Voice is a monthly publication
tercom. No, this doesn’t have anything|| of the Rocky Mountain Venture Touring
to do with road safety, just your per- Associatioln,bde(jji(_:ated togromoting the
club and its members.
sonal safety once you get home. Editing Staff: Stan Stotz-Lloyd Nicholson
Keep your passenger warm and dry

On Christmas morning | awoke,
thought of Santa then thought of

Then | got to thinking about the Missing
Link and how I've been granted the
privilege of providing its accommoda-
tion in our off-season. | thought about
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Minutes
RMVTA Meeting
March 13, 2008

President Steve Benko called the meet-
ing to order at 7:12 p.m. and sent around
a signup sheet to include any new or
changed personal information for the
member’s only portion of the website.
Please contact Brian “Jumpstart” Graves
if you have changes and were not at the
meeting to submit them. We had several
new visitors tonight: Kerry & Barb Gam-
mon, first time visitors and brand new
members.

Kerry & Barb Gammon - Just
Became Members -Welcome

They are co-workers of both Steve and
Stan so there is some competition as to
who brought them in. They ride a Kawa-
saki 1500 Drifter but are in the process
of purchasing a Gold Wing. Turns out
that Barb rode on the back of Stan's
Gold Wing, and as they say, the rest is
history. C.C. Gilles is visiting Sherri B.
(“Britches”) from South Carolina.

Book” meeting ahead. We then broke foi$636.14
a potluck dinner. Many thanks to all for $1,684.35. We have one unpaid sponsor
bringing the wonderful food and deserts! and two new members not included in the

Pete Warner- Picked us up
on aride

March Meeting - Enjoying our Pot Luck
Supper

February Dinner Ride George being
George

Officer's Reports
Secretary:

in Savings for a total of

totals.

Committee Reports

Membership:

Brian is out of town tonight, but we have
the Gammon’s as new members.
Activities:

Contact Sam with ideas for activities.
Finance:

George will get with Steve and have the
financials and the budget ready for next
month’s meeting.

Historical:

Floyd is “collectin’ stuff — photo’s and
you name it.”

Member Relations:

Stella reports it's been a rough month for
our members. Sonny & Charlotte’s son
(age 38) had a heart attack scare, which
thankfully turned out to be a case of se-
vere stress. Everyone probably knows
about Linda Thorne breaking both ankles
at the Trail Dust on the February Dinner
Ride. She received good news today: the
doctor took her out of her splint and put
her in two walking cast boots. She is now
able to put some weight on the left as well
as the right foot. Thankfully it looks like
she will be able to avoid surgery, which
both Mr. & Mrs. T were very anxious
about. Johnny Lang is going in for hernia
surgery tomorrow and Brenda Shumaker
was put in the hospital for pneumonia and
will now be on oxygen for an undeter-
mined amount of time. Our first lady Con-
nie is out sick tonight and our Member
Relations coordinator has her finger in a
stint (to which she denied comment.) We
wish all of our members and their families
a speedy recovery and good health from
here on out.

Newsletter:

Paul said there were some bugs in the
process, which were not helped by leaving
on vacation at the end of February. A Big

Be sure to read the minutes from theThanks to Lloyd for publishing the news-

Board of Directors meeting (on the web-letter to the web and to Stan for notifying

site under Minutes) as they contain a fevthe members.

X roposed (very minor) changes to the byWebmaster:

rrﬁgfovrxgzaerri Jgﬁ;if:fgg;fgﬁ dg;cf)tltjerr) gﬂa"’:{ﬁa\ws.. we'll vote on these at the April Brgtt was asked. again for numbers to

ting with members at the breakfast Stop!\/Ieetlng. No issues were reported for laswhich he shook his head. He was encour-

Steve reminded us that going out of ou month’s meeting minutes. (Yeal!) aged to “make ‘em up”, to wh|ch he re-

way to talk to other riders is the best Waytl'reas_urer: _ fused. _Our honest young man did say he
Sherri  “Goldwingmama” Barrett re- is working on the new site and hopes to

to get in new members. Member urf‘da.‘tee%orted $1,048.21 in Checking andswitch to the new site by the end of March
were postponed due to the long “Rid . .
and have it fully functional by the end of

C.C. Gilles + Sherri B at the March
Meeting at Fay Myers Clubhouse
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(Continued from page 2) Joyce will try to make it this year! which took her three days and two trips
April. He assures us that he has som \;iat at Ron & Joyce's for Sausage & 10 the store for ink and paper. This is
good ideas and that he’s received sever: b, aras at 8:00 (or at the destinationd€efinitely a group project which results
more _that will be incorporated into the by 10:00—Hwy 83, 10 miles South of in one of the finest ride books in the
new site. Franktown at mile marker 42.) state.

Misc: Charity Ride: Hi-Plaines to the Bi- Ride leaders who were present were able
Brian Boberick showed up at this point Planes — June 14: to give us a sneak peak at their upcom-
sporting a dress shirt and tie. Many com- pige for St Jude’s Children’s Re- NG rides for the season. See “New
mented on how ‘he cleans up real nice.’ search, sponsored by Aurora Honda Rides” for March and early April rides.
Past_Rides Your donation will be 100% tax de- Sounds like another great year!

Bowling Day: _ ductible. This is not in our Ride Book Missing Link _
Thirteen attendees for bowling on what ¢y ramember to put it on your calendar. Nominations are suspended until next
turned out to be a nice sunny day. (Toc Old Business month when the riding season officially
bad for an inside activity...Mother Na- ;. cpR Trainer Marie McCloud is out Pegins with the Spring Polar Bear ride.
ture surely didn’t read our newsletter for of state and will contact us at the begin- It was determined that Brian G. has been
the next day was snowy and cloudy). ning of April with possible dates for the most popular recipient of the ML in
Steve and Connie had high scores; Stell g training. recent history. (Secretary Note: Remem-
had low score of 88. Richard is practic- gichard reminded the club that he sentPer to keep your eyes open for nomina-
ing for next year and all said that their j ; 5 survey via email with questions tions because, even though ML and |
games improved once they turned on the 5, 4\ 1o make our rides, meetings and"ave spent many, many enjoyable times
black lights and disco ball. (uh-uh-uh-uh, 4 4vities more enjoyablé. He has re- together these past few months, | feel it's

Stayin alive! Stayin alive!)

Dinner Ride — Trail Dust Steak House:
What a turnout! 20 attendees in all, in-
cluding Joyce’s son and grandsons.

February Dinner Ride - Bob Slid- I

ing in for Dinner at the Trail Dust

Future Rides

Spring Polar Bear Ride XXI — March 15:

1% Ride of the season! Looks like great
weather for Saturday.

March Dinner Ride — March 27:

Bob says he and Bonnie are disagreein
on the destination. This secretary guesse
that he wants to have it at their home bu
she doesn’t know it yet.

Thomas J. Dial Jr. Memorial Ride

April 12:

A ride in memory of Bob’s Uncle who

passed exactly one year ago yesterda
(March 12, 2007). This ride will also be
attended by many of Mr. Dial's friends
and family.

Spring Highway Cleanup — April 13:

As no babies are scheduled for delivery

ceived very little response so far and time for it to move on.)

assured the members that comments?0/50 _

will be strictly confidential. He prints Bill & Dena collected $100 with $50
out the word document and sets it aside 90Ing 10 the club. - Stan’s number was
He emphasized that his memory isn't hosen for 3 place ($10), Debbie’s for
good enough to remember who sent? Flace (3;15) and Lucky Larry and
what. You may also mail your survey to Dianna for ' Place ($25). The Benko's
him without your name. All results will Offered a mystery prize won by new
be compiled and presented at the April Meémber Kerry — an Irish inspired, *Are
meeting.  “5-Pin” made a sarcastic YOU Drunk Yet?” beer stein.

comment so he is now exempt from Meeting Adjourned at 9:07 p.m.
participating in the survey. Respgctfu_lly s_ubm|tted by secretary:
Floyd reminded all that Motorcycle Debbie “Little Bit” Maynard

Safety Instructor, Bob Norton, still has

openings for the Experienced Rider
(“Officers” Continued from page 1)

Course to be held on May 4 at the Jef-

ferson County Stadium at'6 &

Kipling. ~The cost is $60 and many \hije we rode and sat in traffic through
insurance companies offer a 10% 10 ¢ 108 deree Las Vegas heat in August
15% discount for riders who have re- 550g

cently pa_ssed a course of this nature. 4 \when you feel your passenger edge
New Business . _ up-close and to the right, it's not to
Many h(_)urs of sweat and toil go into  gpg your road cologne, it's because
the making of our ride book. Muchas e are concerned about your speed.
Gracias to "Pack Rat” Lloyd and Stan 3 "pont turn the intercom off as your
(ley) “Steamer” for all of their ‘behind passenger screeches, “NO! NO! N...
the scenes’ work. These two compile 56 gh: we must admit, it probably
all of the rides and put them into the sounds pretty funny on your end.

final book with pictures and grgphics. 2. Check your tires for stripes. They
Many thanks to "Jumpstart” Brian G. ghoyid be solid black with NO white
for coordinating all of the ride leaders stripe down the middle or sides. We all
and proof “re?‘d'”g their SUb,fn'S_S'OnS' know the story of Brett and the Gorilla
Thanks to “Wing Commander” Bill G. - 1556 (just ask if you don't), but my
for the binding and collating. Spec'al_lesson came in our driveway when |
thanks and applause went to Sherri ot 1o pick up the newspaper and

“Goldwingmama” for the printing, ,queq. “Since when does your tire have
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a white stripe?” Paul couldn’t get off thewe would all agree that you made thecareful about choosing your line to
bike fast enough. Some of you haveright choice. There will be other rides ayvoid the worst of the snow packs en-
heard the story of me carrying our newdown the road. You folks have our very gpled us to get over the top without
Car tire for the rear, on the back of K-best wishes and hopes for better healthncident. Not sure about some of the
Mart's bike. Definitely a memory that soon. underwear though.

will last my lifetime... Brian Boberick, The meetina place for this ride was at
who happened to be at Fay Myers tha gp Once over the top it became the most

day, was a witness and might enlighten %U:rt]zir -lI;/cI)gsdtyoSf tﬂzafroILsziaadng 123 beautiful of winter wonderland scenes
you as to how funny it looked. If only we decent trip under their belts and aFI)reagyyou havg everh seen on the C(r)llorado
had a camera on that rainy day. some really cool humid temperatures topost_%ar S'd ! ferﬁ Wasdsp rrr:uc ;nf?w
And, of course, most importantly endure before they even got there Somgnden”er " er(,) e road ughe rlks
1. Whether you are visiting one of our "' o got there and had some br.eakfas\yvn a gver Ffel ter(;all)r:. Yet t er? y
local sponsors or participating in an lron, . > . departure fime. Others ar. as as egugul a”d uedas you a\lle
Butt compefition, remember to thank .- o oSS ever seen in Colorado, and we see a lot
your bike and your guardian angel for a justp p of blue sky here. There was the occa-

safe ride. We went through the normal preflight Sional snow blowing across the pave-
instructions and all mounted up ready to™Ment but never enough to really con-
leave close to the 8:30 departure timeCEM anyone.
We were to head north on I-25 for aboutOnce we got over the pass though and
35 miles to the Loveland exit. thting then onto the h|gh p|ains |eading to-
Spring Polar Bear Ride XXI out the parking lots and headed in thewards Walden the temperatures were of
right direction is often times a little awk- the most concern to all. By then we
Well, the 2008 RMVTA riding season is ward but we all knew the tentative route. had been on the road a couple hours
officially opened and under way. AsWe got a little separated on the Interstateand out in the elements anyway. But,
usual, based on historical planning, itbut had several miles in which to geta|| of us would check the on board
began with the Spring Polar Bear Rideback into a group before our first exit or gauges from time to time just to see
This ride has always been the first of thechange in direction. what the temps were. | read 16 degrees

E\:f?dnr;ﬁids ar(‘e(; r°;gﬁ‘gx:§ trr;(;?ssgn?irggi\r/ve made our first stop in Loveland to S€veral times along the route. Someone
y! make sure everyone was OK, and madsaid they saw 13 degrees and they sure

tion. nature stops as necessary. We topped 0ﬁsould have but | did not. There are also
a fuel tank or two before the next sched-vVariances between bikes.

uled stop that was 102 miles approxi-Once we got to Walden and got in line
mately down the road. Once on the roadyjth all the snow mobile enthusiasts
again we headed west out of Loveland tahat were making their machines ready
pick up the Masonville road heading for a day outing at the gas stations we
north. From Masonville on north we too were ready to top off our trusty
encountered a lot of sand on the roadstead tanks before going down the
which it not uncommon this early in the street to the River Rock Café for some
ride year but always of great concern.much needed personal HOT beverages
But, we all took the necessary time andand nourishment for our bodies. The
precautions and made it to Highway #14pank thermometer was still reading in
where we headed west again. the teens to low twenties by the time we

Roads were good until we got to within a Were ready to leave. But standing there
couple miles of the 10,276 feet above sed" the bright Colorado sunshine the
level summit of Cameron Pass. As | was2mbient temps did not seem any where

Mapped route of the Spring Polar Bear planning this route | knew that this N€ar that low.

Ride would be the location that would be of Wwe re-mounted and headed northeast to

the most concern because of the a'titUdQ_aramie for another quick nature stop

Tom Shumaker was to have led the ridand the fact that they have had someand top off a fuel tank or two. Then we
but he called me earlier in the mid-weekpretty significant snows up that way this were on 1-80 headed east to the top of
and informed me that his bride Brendawinter. The couple miles leading to, Sherman Hill where we stopped to take
(Blondie) had just gotten out of the hos-over and the couple miles on the othera group photo and then onwards on
pital and was on Oxygen full time hereside were a little dicey to say the least,Happy Jack Road to Cheyenne. In
for a while and still being pretty weak causing the pucker meter to rise towardscheyenne we fueled everything up one
and run down. So, he felt that he shoulded line on more than one occasion. Bufast time and went over to pick up
pass on being the ride leader and stickeeping a steady speed and being veryjghway #85 that would lead us south
around the house and care for her. Tom,

Many twisties to all, and to all a good
ride.
Little Bit
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and to our respective homes in the Derfadar detector greets me like the eafBallery three years ago when we were in
ver area. morning song of a bird. | glance at theeed of a new prescription for both of

) voltmeter: 12.2, then press the starter batir glasses. Stan (Steamer) Stotz re-
In-my mind, and based on most of theon, She breathes to life with a soft rumblerred us to his friend and one of our
comments that | heard, everyone had gng whine, and then she settles down tegonsors for the past several years, Dr.
very good time of it in spite of some fas; jdle. | check the gauges: full fuel tanlenn Peabody over on Chambers Road
REALLY COLD temperatures here andy4 3 yolts; everything normal. | flip thén Aurora. He has been in business for
there. At any rate we have anothegyjitches, basking her in a blue glowd5 years. Optical Gallery has been a
Spring Polar Bear Ride down in the reyyhjle pulling on my helmet, | walkSponsor of RMVTA since 2000. So we
cord books. around her and check to make sure liEcided to use Optical Gallery and have
| would like to thank all that joined me lights are all working. They are, so | pre§gen going back ever since.

for the day and especially Ms. Sherrighe button on the dash. The barrier thati year both Lloyd and | discovered
Broderson who sat in my back seat iffestricts us begins to rise, revealing the 0" oresive” glasses. We had
the absence of Brian on a business trip i80ld darkness beyond. The glow on the = " 4 10 our particular eye
sunny Florida and my Linda home withhorizon comes next with the promise %foblems that we were not candidates for
her two broken ankles. OK, | know youwarmth to come . laser surgery and were stuck with the
are thinking what kind of guy is he?As | settle on the seat, her _|dIe drops ?asses We both wore tri-focal lenses
Well, she is getting along very well normal, her lifeblood pumping througﬁ.hat old granddaddy look that we were
throughout the week while I am at workmechanical veins now at ideal .(.)perat”%?uck with. Glenn then told us about the
and her one sister and one brother wef@mperature. | connect my umbilical cord, - progressive lenses and recom-

there to visit and he'p out while | Wasfor future use, but pl‘efer to listen to h%ended them to us. What a nice Change

out playing. talking to me instead of any music or P o hean  We can look at the world
litical news. Her hum is unbiased; she X Ny
Floyd Thorne offers no opinion. with no lines in our glasses now and we
Mr. “T” I rock her gently and she drops to bonﬂwe a whole new modern look.
tires with a soft rebound. A quick twist o
Motorcycle Poetry the throttle heightens the adrenalin thit

Pegins to run through me. 1 lightl
gueeze the clutch and press the lever iffto
rst gear, easing her from her protecti

cave like a bear emerging from a lon

inter's hibernation. | stop briefly to clos

The day begins cold. The thermomete
reads 26 degrees, but | don't believe i
The weatherman says sunny and war
today along the front range of the Rock
ies, but it doesn't matter. The roads ar

dry; electric clothing works; the road theer sdt?;étand then ease my way out orfo

beckons with the call of freedom. | can—_l_h lick of th ikl
not resist the pull on my soul. |N€ Click of the gears passes quickly 4s

| enter the garage and flip the switch Ve throttle through the brisk mornin

illuminating her in the bright, fluores- chill. A gentle push with my right hand,

cent glow of overhead lights. There shé‘nd she Ie_ans Into the long  sweepirfg
sits on her center stand, black angurve. A twist of the wrist, and we accel

chrome contrasting in the soft Iight_erate into the beckoning daylight. Wher|

Prisms of color reflect from her polisheddoesnt matter; only the here and no

surface like stars in the dark sky outside(.)nly the soft, throaty rumble beneath

| walk around her, admiring her from s we slice the wind together as one.

Yhe of the things that | really love about

O’%fytical Gallery is that they really work
th you on your insurance. Not only

. this moment. X .
every angle. Her curves beckon silently, does Glenn provide excellent service but
inviting me to joys yet unknown; pathsSpring is here. it is done in a timely fashion too. The
not yet explored. Bob Junker turn around time from start to finish is

| go to the cabinet and pull out my win- 0 very fast.
ter riding gear; heavy pants, electric qumg R@[p)@[{’ﬁ@]f Gl ST1100 Honda and rid
gloves, knit cap. | push aside the leather €n owns a onda and rides

chaps and opt for my 'heavies'. Weather- By yvhenever he can get away. So_he truly
men are stupid. Warmth at home does “Wrong Way” Nicholson is a Honda lover at heart! He wishes that

not equate to warmth in the mountainsAs | was looking around for a new ide3€ could ride more.
As | pull on my clothes, | keep glimps- for a sponsor review this month, the idea

ing her from the corner of my eye. Shewvas right in front of my face. In fact it

seems to know what's ahead; to knowas perched right on my nose. My

that today belongs to us together. | wallglasses!!

to her and turn the key. The chirp of thq |yq (Packrat) and I discovered Optical 336
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black 1994 GL1500 Aspencade. Whilehim sometime: what you will see is an
not the top of the line, they added accesxercise in smoothness and that trans-
Member Spotlight — Shines on: sories until it was up to SE specifica-lates into speed. While somewhat unde-
Floyd & Linda Thorne tions. When purchased, it had 16,008erved, Floyd has the reputation of being
“ » : , miles on it. By the time they traded it ina fast rider. The reputation he deserves is
Say “CHEESE”"! Ride with the N ) . !
RMVTA, and you'll no doubt hear those 2004 on a new Titanium Silver GL 1800,that of being amoothrider.

words...probably coming from Floyd it had 96,000 ”.‘"es on the odometerBob Junker
Thorne. Together, Floyd and his wife Many of those miles were done on vaca-

Linda, are fixtures in the club havingyﬂfsn\fvi}';'th Linda’s youngest brother and “Tidbits”

been members for over 12 years. Photo by
opportunities abound whenever Floyd isin about April or May of 1996, they
around and, eventually, he’ll get a shofoined the RMVTA. Through a co-

of you just as you take a big mouthful ofworker, Gordon Tealle, Floyd heard
food. Rest assured, it will be on the web-about the club. To get them to join,
site the next day for the entire world toGordon paid their first year’'s dues. Since
see! then, they have been active participants

Floyd has been around motorcycles fop" the club. Floyd has held a variety of

most of his life. He was born in Wheat_leadersmp positions such as President,

land. WY and is the oldest of four Sib_V|ce-PreS|dent,_ Treasurer, member of “Wrong Way” Nicholson
; . ; . the Board of Directors, and Chairman of
lings. Most of his childhood was spent in

. . the Historical Committee. He is cur-
the Saratoga, WY area with his fatherently on the Board of Directors and the

working on a variety of ranches as an al ‘de Committee
around hand. Linda is the #2ut of 15 ’
brothers and sisters. Born and raised iffloyd and Linda have shared many,

Kansas, she moved to the big city inmany miles together on their bikes.

search of more opportunity than theFloyd has done the “Three Flags Clas-

small town of St. Peter could offer. Thesic” (Mexico to Canada) once and last

two met while Floyd was attending year, rode to Hyder, Alaska. He has also

Technical College with Linda’s brother, done several “1000 in 24" rides over thd hope everyone had a wonderful Easter
Bob. They used to go to Bob's to drinkyears. Both have been to Wing Ding inand enjoyed that time with family and
and play cards. It was at his home thaBillings, MT twice. They have ridden to friends.

they met. In January, 1969, they tied theManitowoc, WI, crossed the 60-miles! thought I would throw in some trivia
knot and celebrated 39 years of weddedcross Lake Michigan on a ferry, then orfor this month. So here goes a few.

bliss (full of thorns, no doubt) this past ?nto Ontario, Canada. Floyd has ridd_erln 1957the Shipping port Atomic Power
January. in 21 western States, three CanadiaBiation in Pennsylvania went on line. It

While growing up, he had family friends provinces, and Mexico. Linda has beeny,s the first nuclear facility to generate

in town that had a motorcycle. Too many:ECSéXt_?ﬁg Sgg;[/eesS?]r;(:e%n;g:n%dé;noggl\é‘lectricity in the United States. It was
years have passed for him to remember ;== ' y y faken out of service in 1982.
rides with the club over the years and

What.'t.(‘j’vasﬂ#ft remetmtbertlrr:g that 'tthalfcontinue to enjoy both the rides and thdEvery automobile, truck and motorcycle
a suicide shitter next 1o the gas tanke, ) q\wship. manufactured in North America is given

Linda, on the other hand, was never- o _ _ a unique 17-digit Vehicle Identification
around bikes until she married Floyd.Linda still enjoys the rides, but is re-Number or VIN. The first character in a

Their first bike was a Yamaha 350 streetstricted somewhat by arthritis. Just a few,|\ indicates the country of manufac-
followed soon by a Yamaha 175 dirtweeks ago, she broke both her ankles @te The second character represents the
bike for Linda. While she never has beerthe Trail Dust Steakhouse going downy,an facturer, while the third references
much into the riding part, it was a goodthe slide, so her season will be reallyiiher the vehicle type or the manufactur-
excuse to buy another bike. They enshort this year. She especially dislikesmg division. Other characters in the VIN
joyed many family outings with their the COLD! Thankfully, she is more thanmay provide details concerning the body
son, Patrick, and another couple withwilling to give Floyd a day-pass so hestyle, engine type, model year, or assem-

theird(lgids. hFon(':iA erlmrlld hin,\ﬁa havr:a onﬁcan go and enjoy the rides himself. bly plant. The last four characters indi-
g:aagineaugart:rc;l q isn Jell? ae, Who Wil personally, Floyd and | have ridden seveating the actual production sequence
Y Y. eral times together. | enjoy following coming off the assembly line.

Floyd always wanted a touring M&him and trying to emulate” his move- ;
chine, and the Gold Wing was (and still ying If a statue in the park of a person on a

is) the standard by which all others arg"cntS | know he has helped make me gose has hoth front legs in the air, the
measured. His first Wing was a useg‘better rider and | appreciate it. FOHOWperson died in battle. If the horse has
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one front leg in the air, the person ¢

the horse has all four legs on the gro
the person died of natural causes.

Now you have some interesting stuf
talk about at the next party you go to.

The following people have
BIRTHDAYS in April:
Brian Graves and Joyce Hindman s

a birthday on April 5

John Redford April 16
Robin Reynolds April 24
Becky Gillespie April 25

Jack Dunwell and Kerry Gammon sh
a birthday on April 29

This is the only month in the year w
no Anniversaries to celebrate!!

One more trivial thought | found:
Many years ago in England, pub
quenters had a whistle baked into
rim, or handle, of their ceramic cu
When they needed a refill, they used
whistle to get some service from the
“Wet your whistle” is the phrase inspi
by this practice.

because of wounds received in battle.

Jiedng his second tour was like, 'OK, | lost that round but I'll
If be back next week.'
undrhen, on September 19, he got blown up.

He had arrived at a chaotic scene after &opies of a photograph depicting his
bomb had killed four US soldiers. He defiance, taken by Jeff Bundy for the
chose not to wear the bulky bomb pro-Omaha World-Herald, adorn the walls
tection suit. 'You can't react to any snipergf homes across America and that of
fire and you get tunnel-vision," he ex- Col. John Gronski, the brigade com-
plains. So, protected by just a helmet andnander in Ramadi, who has hailed the

standard-issue flak jacket he began Whaﬁnage as an exemp|ar of the warrior
bomb disposal officers term ‘the longestgpjrit.

walk," stepping gingerly into a 5 foot

hargeep and 8 foot ‘wide crater. g gyrghardt's injuries - burns and
The earth shifted slightly and he saw a,,5,n4s to his legs and buttocks - kept
Senao base station with a wire leading,; "« duty for nearly a month and
from it. He cut the wire and used his 7 ., ;|4 have earned him a ticket
inch knife to probe the ground. 'l found a ;. But, like his father -- who was

@f%piece of red detonating cord between my, warded a Bronze Star and three Purple

; a
legs,” he says. That's when | knew | Waearts for being wounded in action in
ith screwed

Vietham - he stayed in Ramadi to en-
o ) gage in the battle against insurgents
ReaIIZIng he had been sucked into a trapwho are forever Com|ng up with more

Sgt. Burghardt, 35, yelled at everyone tojngenious ways of killing Americans.
“stay back. At that moment, an insurgent,

theprobably, watching through binocu-
pti lars,pressed a button on his mobile
bar hone to detonate the secondary device
I dbelow the sergeant's feet. 'A chill went
€ up the back of my neck and then the
bomb exploded' he recalls. 'As | was

f to

fre-

in the air | remember thinking, |
don't believe they got me. | was
just ticked off they were able to do
it. Then | was lying on the road,
not able to feel anything from the

waist down' His colleagues cut
off his trousers to see how badly? 0060660660606 606 ¢ :\
he was hurt. None could believe® i For Sale: °i

his legs were still there.
'My dad's a Vietham vet who's S
paralyzed from the waist down,'
says Sgt. Burghardt. ‘As | was
lying there thinking | didn't want to |
be in a wheelchair next to my dad

qqqqqqqqngoo

N

We are fresh out of ads this month
RMVTA members advertise your
items here for free as well as the

| web site.

AWESOME! Read below pic befg
making judgment on 'The Finger' ges
and you'll understand... SEMPER |
Leading the fight is Gunnery Sgt N
chael Burghardt, known as 'lron Mike|
just 'Gunny.' He is on his third tour
Irag. He had become a legend in
bomb disposal world after winning

Bronze Star for disabling 64 IEDs &
destroying 1,548 pieces of ordnance

and for him to see me like that. The

started to cut away my pants and | felt
re real sharp pain and blood trickling down
tureThen | wiggled my toes and | thought
C| I'Good, I'm in business. As a stretch
Vi- was brought over, adrenaline and ang
orkicked in. 'l decided to walk to the heli-
in copter. | wasn't going to let my team
thenates see me being carried away on

he stretcher." He stood and gave the insu
durfingered salute. 'l flipped them one. Itf iS April 23, 2008

Member Notice
Look for your
membersh|p number in this issue.
ou find it, see the 50-50 ticket
Sel ers at the next meeting for your
free brace of50-50tickets.
Don't forget to check .
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Next Meeting:
Thursday, April 10, 2007
7:30 p.m.
Fay Myers Motorcycle World
9700 E. Arapahoe Road




