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  http://www.rmvta.org 

PAST RIDES: 
 

Spring Polar Bear Ride 
Submitted by:  Tom Shumaker 

 
What a welcome surprise, 16 bikes with 
21 riders and co-riders were able to 
sneak away from their busy lives and 
make this day long ride with me. 
 
After breakfast at Gunther Toody’s, we 
assembled in the parking lot for the last 
minute route agenda.  We divided into 
two groups and headed for the hills.  By 
the time we started south on I-25, the 
temperature had broken into the low 50s.  
We turned west on I-76, continued west 
on I-70 then south on C-470 to US 285 
at Morrison.  The temperature dipped to 
the mid 40s on the ride over Kenosha 
Pass and Red Hill Pass.  We stopped at 
Fairplay to stretch the legs and refresh 
ourselves.  From here we continued on 
US 285 to Johnson Village where we 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICERS SPEAK 
Submitted by Richard Bush, Secretary 
 

I  would like to thank the members of 
the club for their confidence in me to 

record minutes each meeting.  I have 
some really big shoes to fill and want to 
thank Bill for setting the bar so high.  
Bill did such a great job over the past 
several years as our secretary.   
 
By the time we are all reading this, we 
will have our ride books.  I have checked 
some of the rides on the web site and 
what can I say.  This looks like the best 
ride schedule we have had since I joined 
RMVTA a little over 3 years ago.  The 
ride captains have out done themselves 
this year.  I am really looking forward to 
a fun and exciting ride year.  It would be 
great to see ride participation grow this 
year as it did last year.  My thanks to the 
ride committee for putting this together 
and to Stan and Lloyd for their hard 
work of organizing the book, Sherri for 
printing and collating and Bill for bind-
ing the ride book. 
 
The ride book turned out super and as I 
thought we have some great rides 
planned for the up-coming year. 
 
As I said above, I have only been a 
member for a little over 3 years.  I have 
enjoyed every minute of it.  Stan was 
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President when I joined.  I was wel-
comed with open arms and even though 
I was quite slow at riding and without a 
CB, I had a great time.  I was never left 
behind and someone always made sure I 
knew where to go.  No pun intended.  
George and Floyd even came to my 
house on a cold February morning to 
help install some much-needed accesso-
ries on the bike.  My thanks to them for 
all of the help.  George was President 
my second year and I think my riding 
improved while riding with some of the 
wild ones.  Watching some of the ex-
perienced riders sure helped me.  Last 
year with Brian as President was the 
best year yet for me.  I would encourage 
anyone who is not a member and would 
like to join, give us a try.  You will find 
so many friendly and helpful people in 
the group.  
 
I am looking forward to another great 
year.  Thanks to all of our members who 
make the officer’s job so easy and en-
joyable.  Hope to see you on many of 
the rides this year. 
 
(Kickstand) 
 

 
 
 
 

If you don’t recognize this picture, you missed a great potluck dinner at the March Meeting  
(and your 2007 Ride Book) 
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us attended the movie, Wild Hogs.  This 
was a fun time.  A good movie and we 
enjoyed dessert after the movie. 
 
Newsletter: 
Get all articles in by the 23rd.  Stan is 
looking for write-ups of upcoming rides 
and past rides.  Any other articles are 
welcome. 
 
Website: 
Still working.  Brett still doing some 
clean up and maintenance on the site.  
The Ride book information is on the 
website and ride route maps will be 
linked to the ride descriptions shortly. 
 
Member Relations: 
Connie said the relations were good. 
 
Historical: 
Floyd wants us to send stuff.  He hasn’t 
quite filled half of the basement yet. 
 
Membership: 
We had one new member join this eve-
ning.  Past members will be given a 30 to 
60 day grace period before their names 
are removed from the membership.  All 
past members are encouraged to send in 
their dues and join us for another fantas-
tic year of riding.  
 
Rides: 
Brian, Tamrin, Brett and Floyd had a 
great time on the sleds.  There were sto-
ries about Floyd hitting a dip and he go-
ing one way and the sled going another.  
Seems that the sled found a tree.  No 
harm, no foul.  Floyd said he could walk 
again by Thursday. 
 
Brian took the group to a pretty steep 
area.  Brett said no way would he go 
down that one.  There was a good route 
around the area.  Brian headed down 
while the others went around.   
 
Apparently Tamrin had a little difficulty 
with her sled.  When this happened, 
there were eight gentlemen there to help.  
Jamie made a comment about this hap-
pening on purpose.  Tamrin responded 
they weren’t cute and don’t go there!  
Hum. 
 
Old Business: 
Brett was in school and Brian did not 
have the cost of updating the club copy 
of the mapping software and publishing 
software.  The discussion was tabled 
until next month. 

New Business: 
The ride book was handed out.  The 
ride committee, and especially Lloyd 
and Stan have out done themselves 
again this year.  Great job everyone.  
This year's rides were reviewed and a 
great riding year is on tap.  Steve asked 
George about where we would be view-
ing the moon on the moonlight ride.  
George said “From our motorcycles.” 
 
Fay Myers will be having an open 
house on April 14th.  Brian asked for 
volunteers to man the RMVTA booth 
for that day.  Brian said he would bring 
a video of some of the club rides that 
George put together.  There was some 
sort of comment about a video of Brian 
doing a “Turkey Dance”.  This must be 
a great video because Brian seemed to 
be just a little concerned about the 
video being aired. 
 
50/50: 
Bill collected $120 for the 50/50.  $60 
goes to the club and $60 divided into 
3rd prize of $12 won by Deana Nielson, 
2nd prize of $18 won by Tom Shumaker 
and 1st prize of $30 won by Charolette 
Crary.  Congratulations to all of the 
winners. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by your secre-
tary Richard “Kickstand” Bush 

Minutes 
RMVTA Meeting 

March 8, 2007 
Submitted by:  Richard Bush, Secretary 

 
President Sam Ashley called the meeting 
to order at 7:45 p.m.  We had a wonder-
ful potluck with some great food and 
desserts.  I would like to thank all of the 
great cooks in the club for providing a 
super dinner. 
 
Steve Benko brought two friends, Gary 
and Keith Stenroos, from Cleveland.  
Gary and Keith are long time friends of 
Steve.  Gary rides a Harley, which 
brought some cheers from the back of 
the room.  Some offered their apologies 
to Gary who said he also rides a Honda.  
They are here to enjoy some spring ski-
ing with Steve.  Connie will be enjoying 
some Connie time. 
 
We had a new member, Janet Shook, 
join the club.  Janet now rides a 
VTX1300.  She rode with the club last 
year on our Sweatsville Zoo ride on her 
older Yamaha 500.  Janet did a real good 
job keeping on her smaller bike and cer-
tainly will not have any problems with 
the VTX.  She heard about the club 
though Dale.  Welcome to the club, 
Janet. 
 
Cliff was reading what sounded like a 
very hot book.  He said he was having 
hot flashes.   
 
Officer’s Reports: 
Secretary: 
The secretary offered his apologies for 
some of the poor grammar and spelling 
in last month’s minutes.  Guess that is 
what happens when an engineer has to 
use the English language.  A motion was 
made to accept the minutes by Stan and 
seconded by Susan.  The motion carried.  
 
Treasurer: 
Sherri reported checking has $222.90; 
savings has $2032.99 for a total of 
$2253.89.  Three sponsors sent in their 
checks for advertising with two more 
expected soon. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Activities: 
Ron seemed a little surprised about being 
called on for the activities committee.  
He said nothing is planned.  A group of 

356 

We welcome Janet Shook to the 
RMVTA Family – She is a VTX 

1300 rider 
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Steve brought his ski buddies from Cleve-
land, OH to the March Meeting 

stop.  After ice cream we headed east to 
Penrose where we turned north on CO. 
115 to I-25 north at Colorado Springs 
and back to Denver.  Total mileage for 
the day ranged somewhere around the 
350-400 mile mark depending on where 
we live. 
 
Even though the weather created a great 
day for riding, maybe we can find some 
cooler weather for the November Polar 
Bear Ride. 
Thank You to all who were able to make 
this ride.  Special Thanks to Brian, 
Floyd, and Dale who helped with tail 
riding and leading group 2. 
 
“Dagwood” 

UPCOMING RIDES: 
(Hint….this is where Ride Leaders are 
supposed to provide promotion of their 
rides!) 
Editor 
 
April 15th (Sunday) Spring Clean-Up 
Ride.  Ride Leaders Ron Nardiello & 
Joyce Hindman 
 
April 26th (Thursday evening) April Din-
ner Ride Ride.  Leaders Bill & Dena 
Nielson 
 
April 28th (Saturday) Sponsor Apprecia-
tion Ride.  Ride Leader Sam Ashley 
 
May 5th (Saturday) Brad Garrett Run.  
Ride Leader Brett Barrett. 
 
Consult your Ride Book or Calendar on 
the web site for detailed information or 
feel free to call the Ride Leaders. 

Old Friends 
Submitted by:  Floyd Thorne 

 
Linda and I went to an Annual Awards 
Banquet on Saturday night where Linda 
was one of many who celebrated 35 
years of service with King Soopers.  

The other photo you will recognize as 
our good friends from the past, Steve 
and Debbie Inouye.  Steve has retired 
from King Soopers this past year after 
30 years of service.  Debbie still works 

for King Soopers but now down at the 
main office.  Steve has gone off to a 
different direction and now drives a bus 
part time for RTD in the afternoons.  
They have recently sold their Boat that 
they had purchased when they were still 
members of the club and gotten a big-
ger one.  They, and their family, are all 
doing well and expressed that they 
missed their RMVTA friends.  They are 
certainly invited back to our meetings 
for a visit. 
 
“Mr. T” 

   
 
 
 
 

April Birthdays: 
 
5th    - Joyce Hindman 
5th - Brian Graves 
7th - Jon Lofstedt 
8th - Anne Long 
16th - John Redford 
24th - Robin Reynolds 
25th - Becky Gillespie 
26th - Jamie Melies 
29th - Jack Dunwell 
 
April Anniversaries: 
 
24th - James & Sue Pasono 
 

Goldwingmama’s Fun Facts 
(As of March 24th) 

Submitted by:  Sherri Barrett 
 
March Meeting – 37 people & a lot of 
great food 
Spring Polar Bear Ride – 22 people & 16 
bikes  
March Dinner Ride – 18 people & 8 
bikes & 4 cars 
 
I am still missing 36 peoples’ dues for 
this year.  I have sent out an email re-
minder to these people.  Please get your 
dues to me as soon as possible, so that I 
can update my database for the year. 
 
“Goldwingmama” 

turned south onto US 24 until we reached 
US 50, where we headed east about a ¼ 
mile to Poncha Springs and stopped for 
lunch.  By this time the temperature had 
risen into the mid 60s….. so much for the 
cool polar bear conditions.  After shed-
ding leathers, enjoying a leisurely lunch 
and refueling the bikes, we headed east. 
 
By the time we reached Canon City the 
temperature had reached 77 degrees and 
my front wheel just wouldn't go past the 
local Dairy Queen without making a 

(“Past Rides” Continued from page 1) 

Ready to go on the Spring Polar Bear 
Ride 

Great views on the Spring Polar Bear Ride 
Friends from the past 

Steve & Deb Inoue  
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Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Harley 
Owners Group and had served as presi-
dent and club historian.  He was also a 
stalwart at the annual Children’s Hospi-
tal Toy Run, only missing a few of the 
events in which thousands of motorcy-
clists take Christmas toys and other gifts 
to the kids at the hospital. 
 
Often, especially when the weather 
turned bitter cold, Hankinson would 
bring Thermoses of coffee and hot 
chocolate to help fellow bikers warm up 
as they waited for the procession of mo-
torcycles to take off for the hospital. 
 
Hankinson was a gregarious man who 
put strangers quickly at ease.  “He was 
an easy guy to like,” McCombs said re-
cently.  Hankinson’s unflappable de-
meanor and reassuring manner was 
honed during his Army career which saw 
him in combat with the Army Engineers 
in North Africa and Europe.  Later, he 
boarded a transport ship and was at sea 
nearly four months en route to an inva-
sion of Japan that was canceled when the 
Pacific war ended, Gina Hankinson said.  
His Army service took Hankinson to 
varied duty stations, including Washing-
ton, D.C.; Panama (where he set up the 
jungle warfare training school); Japan, 
Ethiopia, and as an ROTC instructor at 
Lehigh and Drexel universities.  Son 
Roy, who lives in Virginia and spent 22 
years in the Navy, took the jungle sur-
vival course that his dad created. 
 
“He was pretty strict,” said daughter 
Carol, “but he toned it down when he 
realized we weren’t the troops.”  Han-
kinson was also an expert marksman 
(with a wall full of trophies to prove it) 
and a rifle and pistol instructor who 
taught all his children how to shoot.  
After retiring from the Army, Hankinson 
ran a family business and also worked as 
a commercial/charter tour bus driver for 
many years. 
 
“My father loved to drive,” said son 
Walter Jr. Of New Jersey.  “He had one 
(Army) assignment in Philadelphia but 
he lived in North Jersey and had to drive 
two hours one way.  When he was in 
Lodi (Calif.) He had a 1 1/2-hour one-
way commute.”  It wasn’t unusual for 
Hankinson to rack up 100,000 miles on a 
military car. 
 

One time on an ice-covered back road 
between Hagerstown, Md., and Wash-
ington, D.C., Hankinson’s car did a 360 
spin, Walter Jr. recalled.  “‘You gotta 
learn how to do that,’” his father told 
him.  Walter Jr., Roy and their younger 
brother, John, of Hawaii, all ride motor-
cycles, although, curiously, their dad 
didn’t teach them how. 
 
Born Feb. 23, 1922, in Plainfield, N.J., 
Hankinson was a descendant of English 
immigrants who arrived in 1683 and 
married into a family of Pilgrim settlers 
who came to the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony in the 1630s.  Hankinson didn’t 
move to Colorado until 1972 but was 
no stranger to the state, having worked 
on an uncle’s ranch in the Colorado 
Springs area as a youngster. 
 
In addition to his widow and children, 
Hankinson is survived by a brother, 
James C. of North Carolina, eleven 
grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 
 
A memorial service will be held at noon 
Sunday at Bullock Colonial Chapel, 
1375 E. Hampden Ave., Englewood. 
(ed.note:  No date given for the above) 

The life of Walt Hankinson 
Submitted By:  Peter G. Chronis  

Although many of his motorcycling pals 
called him “Fossil,” Walter E. Hankin-
son, 85, who died Wednesday at his 
Littleton home, was hardly a museum 
piece and had kept riding until becoming 
ill only a few weeks before his death. 
 
Hankinson, a Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion-certified instructor, taught hundreds 
upon hundreds of Coloradoans how to 
ride motorcycles first as an ABATE in-
structor at Arapahoe Community College 
and in later years with the Rider’s Edge 
program at Rocky Mountain Harley-
Davidson. 
 
The octogenarian thought nothing of 
riding several hundred miles in one day, 
and as recently as August had accompa-
nied Rider’s Edge chief Bob Norton on a 
ride to Kansas City and also rode to 
Chimney Rock on a dinner run with 
members of the Colorado Freewheelers 
Motorcycle Club, his wife, Gina, re-
called. 
 
Indeed, Hankinson could keep up a gru-
eling pace that would soon tire far 
younger riders.  Long-time friend and 
motorcyclist Pat McCombs recalled how 
he and a pal met Hankinson in 1975 
while people-watching in front of the 
state Capitol. “We were both in our 30s 
at the time, and after checking this guy 
out thought he was more than likely 
pushing 60,” McCombs recalled recently 
in the Freewheelers’ newsletter. “It did-
n’t take us long to realize that he was the 
real deal and not some ‘wanna-be’ 
biker.” 
 
And, indeed, he was the real deal. Han-
kinson, who joined the U.S. Army in 
1940 and retired in 1967 as a command 
sergeant major, helped teach fellow sol-
diers how to ride motorcycles as the 
Army switched from horses to the two-
wheelers, his daughter, Carol Figarra, of 
Michigan, said. 
 
“He started riding when he was 6 years 
old,” Gina Hankinson said.  “He rode 
Indians, he rode Harleys, and he raced 
Indians, Harleys and Hendersons _ all on 
dirt tracks.”  Hankinson, who had ridden 
with a now defunct East Coast club that 
often “took” over Atlantic City, N.J., in 
the 1940s, was a charter member of the 

Route for Spring Polar Bear Ride  

Another Shot 
March Meeting Potluck 
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Subject: 5 Minute Management 
Course  

Lesson 1: 
A man is getting into the shower just as 
his wife is finishing up her shower, when 
the doorbell rings. The wife quickly wraps 
herself in a towel and runs downstairs. 
When she opens the door, there stands 
Bob, the next-door neighbor.  Before she 
says a word, Bob says, "I'll give you $800 
to drop that towel,"   After thinking for a 
moment, the woman drops her towel and 
stands naked in front of Bob After a few 
seconds, Bob hands her $800 and 
leaves.  The woman wraps back up in the 
towel and goes back upstairs. When she 
gets to the bathroom, her husband asks, 
"Who was that?" 
"It was Bob the next door neighbor," she 
replies.  "Great," the husband says, "did 
he say anything about the $800 he owes 
me?" 
Moral of the story: If you share critical 
information pertaining to Credit and risk 
with your shareholders’ in time you may 
be in a position to Prevent avoidable ex-
posure. 
 
Lesson 2: 
A priest offered a Nun a lift. She got in 
and crossed her legs, forcing her gown to 
reveal a leg. The priest nearly had an 
accident. After controlling the car, he 
stealthily slid his hand up her leg.  The 
nun said, "Father, remember Psalm 129?" 
The priest removed his hand.  But, chang-
ing gears, he let his hand slide up her leg 
again.  The nun once again said, "Father, 
remember Psalm 129?" 
The priest apologized "Sorry sister but the 
flesh is weak."   Arriving at the convent, 
the nun sighed heavily and went on her 
way.  On his arrival at the church, the 
priest rushed to look up Psalm 129.   It 
said, "Go forth and seek, further up, you 
will find glory." 
Moral of the story: If you are not well in-
formed in your job, you might miss a great 
opportunity. 
 
Lesson 3: 
A sales rep, an administration clerk, and 

Lesson 6: 
A little bird was flying south for the Win-
ter. It was so cold the bird froze and fell 
to the ground into a large field. While he 
was lying there, a cow came by and 
dropped some dung on him.  As the fro-
zen bird lay there in the pile of cow dung, 
he began to realize how warm he was. 
The dung was actually thawing him out! 
He lay there all warm and happy, and 
soon began to sing for joy.  A passing cat 
heard the bird singing and came to inves-
tigate. Following the sound, the cat dis-
covered the bird under the pile of cow 
dung, and promptly dug him out and ate 
him. 
Morals of the story: 
(1) Not everyone who shits on you is your 
enemy. 
(2) Not everyone who gets you out of shit 
is your friend. 
(3) And when you're in deep shit, it's best 
to keep your mouth shut! 
THIS ENDS THE 5-MINUTE COURSE 

the manager are walking to lunch when they 
find an antique oil lamp. They rub it and a 
Genie comes out. The Genie says, "I'll give 
each of you just one wish." "Me first! Me 
first!" says the admin clerk. "I want to be in 
the Bahamas, driving a speedboat, without a 
care in the world." Puff! She's gone. "Me 
next! Me next!" says the sales rep. "I want to 
be in Hawaii, relaxing on the beach with my 
personal masseuse, an endless supply of 
Pina Coladas and the love of my life." Puff! 
He's gone. "OK, you're up," the Genie says 
to the manager. The manager says, "I want 
those two back in the office after lunch." 
Moral of the story: Always let your boss 
have the first say. 
 
Lesson 4: 
An eagle was sitting on a tree resting, doing 
nothing. A small rabbit saw the eagle and 
asked him, "Can I also sit like you and do 
nothing?"  The eagle answered: "Sure , why 
not."  So, the rabbit sat on the ground below 
the eagle and rested. All of a sudden, a fox 
appeared, jumped on the rabbit and ate it. 
Moral of the story: 
To be sitting and doing nothing, you must be 
sitting very, very high up. 
 
Lesson 5: 
A turkey was chatting with a bull. "I 
would love to be able to get to the top of 
that tree," sighed the turkey, "but I have-
n't got the energy."   "Well, why don't 
you nibble on some of my droppings?" 
replied the bull.  They're packed with 
nutrients."  The turkey pecked at a lump 
of dung, and found it actually gave him 
enough strength to reach the lowest 
branch of the tree. The next day, after 
eating some more dung, he reached the 
second branch. Finally after a fourth 
night, the turkey was proudly p erched 
at the top of the tree. He was promptly 
spotted by a farmer, who shot him out of 
the tree. 
Moral of the story: 
BullShit might get you to the top, but it 
won't keep you there.  
 

The Deadline for the Next Newsletter 
is April 23,  2007 

           For Sale: 

Member Notice 
Look for your  

membership number in this issue. 
If you find it, see the 50-50 ticket 

sellers at the next meeting for your 
free brace of 50-50 tickets. 

Don’t forget to check .    

1996 Honda ST1100 - ABS2/linked 
braking system, MR Accessories 
shelf, Clearview +4" windshield plus 
stock shield, rear luggage rack, 
MEZ4 tires, 58,000 miles.  A well-
cared-for bike.  $6,200.00 to a club 
member.  Seller: Bill Gillespie, 
phone 303-781-0032 or  
303-758-8804. 

Lunch stop on the Spring Polar Bear Ride  #2 Ready to go on the Spring Polar Bear Ride   
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Thursday, April 12, 2007 
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The Optical Gallery ………..………………... (303) 690-1696  
4252 S.Chambers Rd, Aurora,  
 
RE/MAX Alliance-Ron Nardiello  …………... (303) 693-6666   
13770 E. Rice Pl., Aurora, CO                     C ell (303) 888-1083 
 
RPM Motorsports  …………………  ………..(303) 232-7576   
1251 Wadsworth Ave., Denver, CO 
 
Dr. P.A. Paolucci,  D.C. ……………………… (303) 851-0600 
18901 E. Mainstreet Suite C 
Parker, CO 80134 
Next to LePeep 
 
Sun Honda/Kawasaki/Polaris/KTM ………... (303) 287-7566   
8877 Washington Street, Denver 
http://www.sun-honda.com 
 
Timberline Creek………………………………(303) 567-0776 
Larry & Dianna Gutt ……………………………(303) 582-4208 
http://www.timberlinecreek.com 
 
Vickery Motorsports, Inc.  …..………………..(303) 755-4387   
2231 South Parker Road, Denver, CO 
http://www.vickerymotorsports.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Aurora Honda ………………………….……….(303) 341-7200   
200 South Potomac Street,  
Aurora, CO. 80012 
http://www.aurorahonda.com 
 
Automotive M.D.s …………………………...…(303) 758-0909 
http://www.automds.com 
 
Colorado Power Sports….…     Denver….……. (303) 427-9000 
http://www.copowersports.com   Boulder …...…. (303)  447-3500                                                 
                                                       
Dena Silliman Neilson, P.C.  ……………………(303) 469-1277 
 
Farmers Insurance………………………………(303) 805-7230 
The Storoschuck Agency 
6551 S. Revere Pkry. #125 
Centennial, CO 80111 
 
Fay Myers Motorcycle World  …………….…...(303) 744-6632   
9700 E. Arapahoe Road 
Greenwood Village, CO. 80112 
http://www.faymyers.com  
 
Grand Prix Motorsports, Inc. ……….....…..…..(303) 761-2471   
3105 W. County Line Road, Littleton, CO 80129 
http://wwwgrandprixmotorsports.com 
 
Home Computer Rescue Inc.- George Barrett  (303) 368-4800 

2007 RMVTA Sponsors 


